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GENERAL 

Referees are to be treated with respect and should not be subjected to abusive statements or interrogatory 

questions from the sidelines. Improper conduct will be reported to the league and EPYS for disciplinary 

action. It should be noted that this conduct includes actions performed at any time while the referee is 

present including and up to the parking area. 

1. Games at the 9U through 11U age groups will be assigned a single referee while games in the 12U 

(division I only) and older age groups will be assigned a three-man referee crew. 

2. In the event that no referee is present for the game, the league suggests that the game be played. The 

following procedure should begin immediately at the scheduled game time if no referee is present. 

Teams should not wait for 10-15 minutes hoping that a referee will appear, unless notified otherwise. 

a. If a licensed referee(s) is on site and available coaches may request they officiate if this is not an 

option follow ‘2b’ instructions. 

b. A substitute referee shall be selected using the following procedure: 

• Coaches should attempt to agree on a competent substitute. 

• Each coach may nominate one person to work one half of the game. 

• If the coaches feel they are the only qualified persons to referee the game, each should work 

one half of the game. However, coaches should try not to officiate their own games if at all 

possible. 

c. Once a referee has been selected: 

• The coaches must see passes of the opposing team and line-ups must be exchanged. 

• Line-ups for both teams must be submitted to the referee assignor by the designated referee. 

3. In the event that no mutually agreed upon referee is selected, the game must be rescheduled. 

4. If the correct number of referees are not available prior to the start of the game club linesmen may be 

used at the discretion of the center referee. 

5. Upon the arrival of a late referee, the official referee will take over at a game stoppage. 

Line-Up Form 

1. Each team coach must present the referee with 3 separated copies of the line-up form with the date of 

the match prior to the start of each game. 

2. Line-up forms must include the names of all rostered EPYS players or EPYS travel club pass players 

along with the proper player jersey number. Players may be added. The coach shall also sign the line-

up. Any player crossed out or not listed on this form is ineligible to participate in that game. 

3. Each line-up form shall also include the club name, age group and gender (i.e. LMYA 14-U Boys), the 

date of the game, the names of the participating teams, and spaces for official’s signatures. 

4. A player whose EPYS player pass is not available for a given game must print his or her name, provide 

his or her birth date, and sign the back of the line-up form in the presence of the referee. 

Referee Fees 

• Each team coach must present the referee with half the total game fees. Game fees for the 

2019/19 season are: 

• U9/10 - $17.50 each team = $35 

• U11/U12 Division 2 - $22 each team = $44 

• U12 Division 1 (3 referees) - $54 each team ($22 for Referee, $16 for each AR) = $108  

• U13/U14 - $61.50 each team ($25.50 R, $18 each AR) = $123 

• U15/U16 - $69.50 each team ($29.50 R, $20 each AR) = $139 

• U17/U19 - $78.50 each team ($32.50 R, $23 each AR) = $157 
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RULES GOVERNING PLAY 

Substitutions 

1. An unlimited number of substitutions will be permitted in all games to encourage participation. 

Furthermore, a substituted player may re-enter the contest an unlimited number of times. 

2. In all games, substitutions may occur at any stoppage of play at the referee’s discretion based upon 

advantage and time management. 

3. Substitutes must be at the midfield line and ready to enter. No substituting from the bench is allowed. 

Coaches sending players directly from the bench will not be allowed to substitute that player during 

that stoppage. 

4. If there is a stoppage of play due to an injured player on the field, that player (with the exception of the 

goal keeper) must be substituted for and may not return until the next opportunity for substitution. 

5. The opposing team may substitute at the time of the injury (1 for 1). 

 

 

9U/10U Build-Out Line 

1. When the game is to be (a) restarted with a goal kick, or when (b) the goalkeepers gain possession of 

the ball with their hands during the run of play, the players of the defending team must move behind 

the build-out line until the ball is put back into play. 

A. On goal kicks, the ball is not in play until the ball completely exits the penalty area. 

B. When the goalkeepers are in possession of the ball, the ball is considered back in play as soon 

as the goalkeepers release the ball from their hands. 

2. Any defensive player not behind the build out line when the ball is put back into play may not move to 

play the ball, or put pressure on an attacking player receiving the ball, until the ball has been played by 

another player or the ball passes over the build-out line.  An infraction of this rule will be penalized 

with an indirect free kick given to the offensive team at the place of the infraction. 

3. Note: the positioning of the attacking team’s players is not restricted by the build-out line in either of 

the situations described in paragraph 1 above. 

4. Goalkeepers may not put the ball back into play via a punt, drop kick or half volley.  If they do so, an 

indirect free kick should be awarded to the defensive team at the spot of the offense.  If the offense 

occurs in the goal area, the indirect free kick should be taken on the goal area line, parallel to the goal 

line, at a point nearest to where the infraction occurred. 

5. The build-out line also is used to denote where offside offenses can be assessed.  Players cannot be in 

an offside position if they are between the midline and the build-out line.  Players can be penalized for 

an offside offense if they are judged to be in an offside position when between the build-out line and 

the end line. 

Length of Game and Ball Size 

AGE GROUP GAME LENGTH BALL SIZE 

17-U through 19-U 90 Minutes 5 

15-U/16-U 80 Minutes 5 

13-U/14-U 70 Minutes 5 

11-U/12-U 60 Minutes 4 

9-U/10-U 50 Minutes 4 

Uniforms and Equipment 

1. The home team must change jerseys if there is a color conflict with the opposing team. Failure to do so 

will result in a forfeit by the home team, as the home coach should have contacted the opposing coach 

prior to the game. 

2. All players are required to wear shin-guards, which shall be completely covered by socks in accordance 

with Law IV in the FIFA Laws of the Game. 
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3. Shirts must be tucked in. The goalkeeper must wear a jersey that contrasts with the uniform of both 

teams and the referee. 

4. No jewelry, including earrings, gauges and piercings, or any other item deemed unsafe by the referee, 

is permitted. 

Referee Responsibilities 

Referees are to maintain a professional demeanor / appearance throughout their assignment. Referees are 

expected to be dressed in the uniform consistent with the other officials assigned to the match. 

1. Referee should read and understand the LVYSL Rules of Play prior to the start of the seasonal year. 

2. Referee will arrive at the field with sufficient time to inspect the field and equipment for safety and 

with enough time to check in the players. 

3. Referee arriving late to the field should make an effort to contact the team officials to alert them of the 

delay. The referee should be mindful of the distance between games when accepting multiple fields. 

4. Referee will inspect the field and player equipment prior to the start of play. 

5. Prior to the start of the game, the referee will collect team official passes for all participants on the 

player sideline and retain them until the end of the game. Team official passes should be returned to the 

team official upon conclusion of the game unless there were cards or ejections issued. The passes of 

ejected coaches or players receiving red cards should be kept by the center referee and submitted to the 

referee assignor within twenty-four hours. 

6. Referee will compare player pass to the game day line up provided by each participating team. Referee 

should indicate any conflicts on the game report. 

7. Referee may not make judgement on player eligibility except in the circumstance of health and safety 

of the participants. 

8. Referee should avoid interaction with spectator sideline. If necessary any conversation should be 

directed to the team sideline and team officials instructed to maintain sportsmanship like behavior of 

their spectators. 

9. If the team officials are disruptive to the play, the referee is to ask for sportsmanlike behavior; if 

necessary issue a verbal caution and if warranted a final ejection of the offending team official. (ask, 

tell, dismiss) 

10. Referee may abandon the game and call the Police if they feel physically threatened by spectators or 

team officials. 

11. In the case of injury, the referee is to follow concussion guidelines. 

12. Referee is responsible to submit a full game report to the referee assignor within twenty four hours of 

the match if there was an injury, player cautions or ejections were issued. 

13. Referee should contact the referee assignor immediately, by phone, to report injuries, cautions, 

ejections or other matters of concern after the game. 

14. Referee found to issue cautions or ejections excessively in a seasonal year may be requested to have an 

assessment prior to being assigned additional LVYSL games. 

15. If an appeal / grievance is filed by a team, the referee may be requested to attend. Attendance is not 

mandatory and the referee may elect to have the referee assignor represent their game report. Note: 
LVYSL prefers to make every effort to offer both sides a fair hearing prior to a final decision and 

therefore it is preferable that all parties appear at a hearing. 

Spectator Misconduct 

Spectator misconduct includes but is not limited to verbal abuse (of referee, opposing coach, player or 

another spectator), unauthorized entry to the field of play, verbal or physical threats. A team official and 

club are responsible for the conduct of their spectators. 

1. Minor Spectator Team Misconduct and Violations 

• A minor infraction is when the referee indicates unacceptable spectator misconduct on the 

game report. 

• The BOD reserves the right to impose additional sanctions on a club for repeated spectator 

misconduct. 
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2. Spectator Ejections Incidents and Violations 

• Spectators ejected from the match must leave the field of play and surrounding area. They must 

stay away from the field until the referee leaves the site. 

• Games should not be restarted until the ejected spectator has left the field and surrounding area. 

Abuse or Assault of a Referee 

Any misconduct or violations towards a referee will not be tolerated. The following applies to a player, 

coach or spectator. 

Abuse (including foul language) or physical threats toward the referee will result in fines and 

suspension pursuant to the rules and regulations of EPYS and U.S. Soccer. 
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